Discover Willow Bridge Estate
Two hours south of Perth, lies the Ferguson Valley a
pristine piece of land that rises from the coast to form
rolling hills, unique to this corner of the world.

The Family
Jeff is the youngest of three brothers. His parents Gavin and Pauline Dewar have purchased a
property in Broomehill in 1979, but Jeff decided that broad acre farming wasn’t for him. His
two older brothers now run this property as two separate identities.
In the early 1990’s Jeff decided broad acre farming was not his passion and looked at
diversifying however wanted to stay within the field of agriculture.
He and his wife Vicki looked at different options that included market gardening and chicken
raising, but decided early that these were not lifestyle choices that appealed to them.
In the mid 1990’s viticulture appeared an attractive option - working on the land growing
grapes with the end product being crafted. This led to getting to know many real estate agents
and looking at properties in the Margaret River wine region.
Both Jeff and Vicki had a passion to start their own business rather than buy into an
established brand, to build their business from the ground up and make it theirs.
A family friend was excited about the viticultural potential of the Ferguson Valley and after an
initial visit to the region they were captivated. Not only was it a visually spectacular property,
but when driving a two-wheel vehicle in the middle of winter without getting bogged, they were
convinced that the site had potential for viticulture due to the undulation and well-drained
gravelly soils.
Further extensive research led to the purchase of the 420 acre property in 1996.
In 1997 they planted 100 acres of wine grapes – and held their breath. Then another 50 acres
were planted in 1998, making Willow Bridge the biggest planting in what was then a largely
unknown region.
The Dewar's’ confidence that they had made the right decision was boosted after a phone call
from Rob Bowen, one of WA’s best and most highly respected winemakers. Rob showed great
interest in what they were doing and was subsequently appointed Willow Bridge winemaker in
1999.

Geographe Wine Region
Located in south west Western Australia between the capital city Perth (pop 1.7 mil), and Margaret River, the
Geographe Wine Region has a diverse range of viticultural environments tied together by the consistency of their
moderate, maritime influenced climate. Vineyard sites range from highly maritime vineyards in sea-level limestone
sands on the broad coastal plain, to a range of high quality soils and local climatic influences in the hills of the Darling
Range which runs the length of the region some 20 to 30 km inland.

Ferguson Valley
One exceptional viticultural area in the hills of the Geographe Wine Region is the Ferguson Valley, the home of Willow
Bridge. This incredibly picturesque area is just 20 minutes from the coastal city of Bunbury (pop 70,000) and around 2 hours
south of Perth.
This area is blessed with the unique combination of a growing season climate which is extremely sunny and dry, yet where the
temperature is moderated by both cooling ocean breezes and elevation. This, combined with an abundance of the red gravelly
loam soils so prized by Western Australian vignerons, makes for a region where wine quality and consistency are virtually
unconstrained.
Aside from wineries, the Ferguson Valley is known as one of the most naturally beautiful areas of Southwest Western Australia
– one of only 34 listed Biodiversity Hotspots worldwide. Willow Bridge itself borders the 17,000 Ha Wellington National Park
which is home to some of Western Australia’s most magnificent eucalypt forests; jarrah, marri and yarri (Blackbutt), as well as
spectacular gorges, waterfalls and trails. The valley also is home to a number of micro-breweries and galleries.

Learn More about the Ferguson Valley

The Vineyard
The estate is sited high on the western watershed of the Darling Ranges, with our vines enjoying spectacular views over the
coastal plain, and across the waters of Geographe Bay to Cape Naturaliste. The vineyard is 25km from the coast as the crow
flies, and receives the cooling afternoon sea breeze during summer. At an elevation between 230 and 280 meters, the estate is
generally two degrees or more cooler than the coastal plain, with ripening times similar to the cool southern parts of the
neighbouring Margaret River wine region.

Annual rainfall is relatively high at 914mm, however 80% of this falls over four months in our winter when the vines are
dormant. The summertime growing season is very dry and sunny, allowing the area a consistency between vintages possibly
unrivalled in the world of wine.
The soils of the estate are all “Marri soils”, named for the regal Marri eucalyptus trees they typically support. Weathered from
granite over some 2500 million years, they comprise a freedraining layer of lateritic red gravel and loam over yellow or white
clay. Such pockets of Marri soils are prized by vignerons in Western Australia .

The 60 Ha of vineyards were established in 1997. Planting around two hills allowed us to match vine varieties to the choice of
a full 360° of different aspects to the sun. The region is phylloxera free, so all vines were planted on their own roots and
planting along the ridge line has minimised the risk from spring frosts. Initial plantings of the classic French varieties of
Chardonnay, Semillon, Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin Blanc, Shiraz, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, have since been bolstered
with small blocks of Viognier and Tempranillo.

The Winemakers
Senior Winemaker, Kim Horton
A fascination with wine and vineyards at a young age whilst growing up in the Swan Valley,
led to Kim’s first position in the wine industry during vintage 1995 with Houghton Wines.
Following a successful vintage he went on to study Oenology at Charles Sturt University in
Wagga Wagga. 21 years later, he finds himself at Willow Bridge in the Ferguson Valley and
in front of him, an opportunity to work within a team whom have the drive and ambition to
further build and enhance the Willow Bridge tradition. Kim has a firm belief that wines are
made in the vineyard, the better the understanding of the vineyard and it’s unique
characteristics, the better the wines reflect the soil and the climate.

Assistant Winemaker, Dougal Herd
During an early life on board the tall ship HMB Endeavour Dougal’s interest in wine was
sparked by the food and wine culture experienced while sailing throughout Europe. This led to
the desire to experience different wines and in turn developed into a yearning to make them;
ultimately leading to the wine industry with Dougal heading back to Western Australia to study
Viticulture and Oenology at Curtin University. After 11 years Dougal is excited to have the
opportunity to join Willow Bridge and work with the amazing team of people with the goal of
producing wines that reflect the quality of the Ferguson Valley.

2016 Geographe Wine Show
Trophy Excellence in Winemaking
Kim Horton & Dougal Herd

Awards & Reviews
2017 Dragonfly Sauvignon Blanc Semillon
94pts- James Halliday + Top 100
91pts- Ray Jordan

2016 Dragonfly Cab Merlot
94pts- James Halliday
91pts- Patrick Eckel

2015 Solana Tempranillo
92/100 Ray Jordan 2017

2015 Gravel Pit Shiraz
2017 Dragonfly Chardonnay

2017 Rosa De Solana

2016 Dragonfly Chenin Blanc

2016 Bookends Fume Sauvignon
Blanc Semillon

93pts- James Halliday

Silver Medal- Geographe Wine Show 2016

2016 Dragonfly Shiraz
93/100 Ray Jordan 2017
91pts- Patrick Eckel

96pts- James Halliday

92pts- James Halliday

95pts- James Halliday

2017 Blanc De Blancs

Best Sparkling- Geographe Wine Show 2017

2015 Coat of Arms Cabernet Sauvignon
Gold Medal- Royal Melbourne Wine Awards
Gold Medal- Royal QLD Wine Show 2017
95pts- James Halliday

2013 Black Dog Shiraz
94pts- Ray Jordan
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Sauvignon Blanc Semillon
Chardonnay
Chenin Blanc
Cabernet Merlot
Shiraz

The dam at Willow Bridge Estate sustains a wide range of
wildlife. Many animals drink from it, birds float on it, trout
swim beneath it. In the late afternoon on the typical warm,
calm, Autumnal days of vintage, the air above the dam
comes alive in a blue haze of swarming dragonflies, that are
appreciated by the trout. The Dragonfly wines have been
named to celebrate this spectacle. They’re vibrant, rich, but
serious Western Australian wines that offer exceptional
value for money.

Estate Series
Over the years, we have recognized that certain sections within our estate vineyard blocks have special qualities. We make
The Estate Series wines from these sections to provide a snapshot of how the grape varieties we grow best express a sense
of our unique corner of the world. Each wine’s name is inspired by that part of the estate in which its grapes were grown. We
are so proud of these sections of vineyard that we have highlighted them on each wine’s label.

BOOKENDS Fumé
Sauvignon Blanc
Semillon

G1-10
Chardonnay

ROSA DE SOLANA
Tempranillo Rose`

GRAVEL PIT
Shiraz

COAT OF ARMS
SOLANA
Tempranillo Cabernet Sauvignon

Take the Video Tour of our Estate Blocks Below

Black Dog Shiraz
Click to Watch the Video Tour

The name of the Black Dog Shiraz hails from our second vintage in 2001 when
cellarhands noted that the wine from our most spectacular hilltop block of
estate shiraz suited the old expression being “as black as the inside of a dog”.
The name caught on amongst family and friends, so today, provided vintage
conditions deliver us a shiraz of suitable depth and concentration to do the
name justice, a new Black Dog is born.
With a propensity for plush intensity already, the vineyard is meticulously
maintained and restricted to miniscule yields to deliver fruit worthy of this, our
flagship wine.
Winemaking is traditional, yet fastidious. Fermentation in small, hand plunged
open fermenters and maturation in carefully selected small Burgundian oak
barrels, delivers a wine which has the power to live up to its name, yet with a
great deal of plush sophistication.

JAMES HALLIDAY
AUSTRALIAN WINE
COMPANION 2015
JAMES HALLIDAY
AUSTRALIAN WINE
COMPANION 2014

RATING 96

2012 Black Dog Shiraz
Deep, bright crimson-purple; a very distinguished shiraz, with exuberant black fruits and spices on the bouquet and gloriously supple, long,
medium-bodied palate; the oak is perfectly balanced and integrated, the tannins likewise.

RATING 96 2011 Black Dog Shiraz

Deep, bright crimson-purple; a very distinguished shiraz, with exuberant black fruits and spices on the bouquet and gloriously supple, long,
medium-bodied palate; the oak is perfectly balanced and integrated, the tannins likewise.

The Estate

Right Click on the above image to open the link and take the tour.

